
DEATH OF “OPEN DATA”?

Abstract 
Open government is a concept of governance, which holds that citizens have the right to access the 
documents and proceedings of the government to allow for effective public oversight. Some 
definitions specify the distinction between Open Data and Open Government: Open Government is 
defined in terms of service delivery and public accountability; and technology can be used to 
facilitate disclosure of information, but that the use of open data technologies does not necessarily 
equate accountability. 
 
The paper analyses the relationship between Open Data and Open Government through a case 
study and tries to understand how the former affected the latter and the role of digital technology. 
The case is the open data policies and strategies of UK government, especially its application in 
sports and health related policies in recent years. The preliminary results show positive effect of 
open data policies on public service delivery, while limited improvement in accountability and 
mixed result in civic engagement. 
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It describes and answers to questions like “who?”, “what?”, “when?”, and “how many?” [23].
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corruption, but winning the bid and working with former colleagues’ projects sometimes raise 
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