
DEATH OF “OPEN DATA”?

Abstract 
Open government is a concept of governance, which holds that citizens have the right to access the 
documents and proceedings of the government to allow for effective public oversight. Some 
definitions specify the distinction between Open Data and Open Government: Open Government is 
defined in terms of service delivery and public accountability; and technology can be used to 
facilitate disclosure of information, but that the use of open data technologies does not necessarily 
equate accountability. 
 
The paper analyses the relationship between Open Data and Open Government through a case 
study and tries to understand how the former affected the latter and the role of digital technology. 
The case is the open data policies and strategies of UK government, especially its application in 
sports and health related policies in recent years. The preliminary results show positive effect of 
open data policies on public service delivery, while limited improvement in accountability and 
mixed result in civic engagement. 
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It describes and answers to questions like “who?”, “what?”, “when?”, and “how many?” [23].
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corruption, but winning the bid and working with former colleagues’ projects sometimes raise 
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prescription” 



O’FLYNN Rethinking Public Service Delivery: Managing with 
External Providers

(2016), “A systematic review of 
open government data initiatives”, Government Information Quarterly

(2006), “Using subjective measures to detect
within problems”, Learning and Instruction

(2015), “Using Cognitive Load Theory to 
Tailor Instruction to Levels of Accounting Students’ Expertise”, Journal of Educational 
Technology & Society

Big Data, Little Data, No Data – Scholarship in the Networked 
World

(2013), “From Open Data to Open Innovation Strategies: Creati
Services Using Open Government Data”, 2013 46th Hawaii International Conference on 
System Sciences

(1991), “Cognitive load theory and the format of 
instruction”, Cognition and Instruction

(2006), “Efficiency in 
learning: Evidence based guidelines to manage cognitive load”, Performance Improvement, 



H.R.1770 - OPEN Government Data Act

(2006), “Visual representations in science education: The influence of prior 
ve load theory on instructional design principles”, Science education

OPEN Government Data Act

(2016), “Planning and designing 
open government data programs: An ecosystem reproach”, Government Information 
Quarterly

(2004), “T
literature from organization science, accounting, marketing, MIS, and related disciplines”, 
The Information Society

(2010), “Is transparency the best disinfectant?”, Journal of Political 
Philosophy

(2015), “The multiple meanings of open 
” Government 

Information Quarterly

Research Methods for Sport Studies,

(2002), “Cognitive load theory: Implications of cognitive load theory on 
the design of learning”, Learning and Instruction

(2013), “Public Sector Management Innovation in Special Autonomous Regions 
in Italy: intergovernmental relationship and public service delivery”, in du Boys C., Fouchet 

Management Public Durable: dialogue autour de la 
Méditerranée

(2016), “Co production of Smart Mobility System”, 
8th International Conference, Cross-Cultural Design 2016, 

HCI International 2016

(2018), “Bridging Big Data and Policy Making: A case study of failure”, 
ICEGOV’18, April 2018, Galway, Ireland

(2018), “Digital governance as alternative public service delivery: From e
nt to government digital services”, Nemec J., Potier V., and M.S. de Vries (eds.), 

Alternative Service Delivery

(2011), “An analysis of open government portals: A perspective of 
transparency for accountability”, Government Information Quarterly



Big Data, Open Data and Data Development

A Question of Balance: Private Rights and the Public 
Interest in Scientific and Technical Databases

Open Government Data Report - Enhancing Policy Maturity for Sustainable 
Impact

(2005), “The Wrong Kind of Transparency”, The American Economic Review

Basics of Qualitative Research Techniques and 
Procedure for Developing Grounded Theory

(1998), “Can we measure working memory without contamination from 
term memory?”, Behavioral and Brain Sciences

(2010), “Element interactivity and intrinsic, extraneous, and germane 
cognitive load”, Educational Psychology Review

(1994), “Why some material is difficult to learn”, 
Cognition and Instruction

Open Government Data – Towards Empirical Analysis of Open 
Government Data Initiatives

“Using knowledge 
making: the need for support structures”, Bulletin 

of the World Health Organization

(2005), “Cognitive load theory and complex 
ng: Recent developments and future directions”, Educational Psychology Review,

VELJKOVI BOGDANOVI DINI (2014), “Benchmarking 
open government: An open data perspective”, Government Information Quarterly

(2016), “Open data quality measurement framework: Definition and 
application to Open Government Data”, Government Information Quarterly

(2016), “Adoption of open government data among government 
agencies”, Government Information Quarterly



(2011), “Evidence –
payoffs and pitfalls”, Evidence

Case study research


