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Rossette-Crake, Fiona (2019): Public Speaking and the New Oratory. A Guide for Non-
native Speakers. Palgrave Macmillan. ISBN: 978-3-030-22085-3, 285 pages.

The ability to speak in public has become a requirement in many walks of life, but books aimed 
at helping students acquire this ability remain rare. Those that do exist are usually general ac-
counts of public speaking or manuals of pronunciation. This new book by Fiona Rossette-Crake 
is to be welcomed on two counts: it gives comprehensive practical advice on taking the floor in 
public, and it is the first, to my knowledge, to take into account new forms of public speaking 
such as TED talks and 3-minute theses, which she calls the New Oratory.

The book is divided into four parts and a total of 23 chapters. The first part is basically 
made up of introductory material and has five chapters. The first of these advises the reader 
that in today’s world, dominated as it is by English, it is necessary to adopt an Anglo-Saxon 
ethos, that is, to behave like an anglophone. I take it that the author is recommending the 
adoption of a stance, and does not intend non-anglophones to attempt to change their per-
sonalities. I feel that she could have been more precise on this point. The second chapter is 
a discussion of the genre of public speaking and the various subtypes this includes, like the 
difference between persuasive and informative speeches. Chapter 3 is a discourse analytical 
approach to public speaking and distinguishes between the enclosing scene, or roles and re-
lationship of speaker and addressees, the generic scene, or roles related to the purpose of the 
discourse, and the scenography, or setting, whether it be imposed of chosen by the speaker. 
The fourth chapter points out the differences between public speaking and conversation. Pub-
lic speaking takes place in an institutional context, is usually monologic, has a fixed time limit 
and may have secondary audiences in addition to a live audience. The final chapter in the part 
deals with ways of reading from a script and how to create an illusion of spontaneity.

The second part of the book has six chapters and deals with ways of staging a public ad-
dress. Chapter 6 compares conversation, writing and public speaking. It points out that spo-
ken language has a lower lexical density than written language and shows how to pass from a 
written text to oral monologue while taking into account the type of audience to be addressed. 
Chapter 7 considers the linguistic features of scripted speech and how these differ from those 
of texts written for silent reading. It shows how the speech can create a pseudo-dialogue with 
the audience. Engaging with the audience is dealt with in Chapter 8. It shows how deictics can 
be used to anchor the speech in the context in which it takes place. The following chapter then 
goes on to show how to take the speech beyond its immediate situation to place it on a higher 
plane in the wider situation. Chapter 10 discusses the importance of paralinguistic features. 
Body language can aid communication but needs to be controlled. Eye contact is important, 
even when reading from a script. Variation in speed and volume and the inclusion of pauses 
can be used to great effect. In many forms of modern public speaking the use of a slide show is 
virtually de rigueur. This is the question dealt with in the final chapter in the section. It consid-
ers the dangers of a slide show and how to avoid them. The slide can contain both visual and 
textual information, but the text of the slide differs from that of the oral delivery.

The third part deals with the linguistic features of a talk. Some of the concepts used in 
this section are derived from Systemic Functional Linguistics, though theoretical knowledge 
of that approach is not necessary for potential uses of the book, which is always clear and 
free of jargon. Chapter 12 deals with questions of syntax and recommends a simple syntactic 
structure, with short sentences of no more than 16 words. It also recommends low lexical 
density and relatively few subordinate clauses. The following chapter insists on the correct 
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use of information structure and thematic progression. The value of concision is dealt with in 
Chapter 14 and shows how ellipsis, nominal sentences and one-liners can all be used for this 
purpose. The following two chapters both deal with repetition. The first considers the question 
of repeating phrases, while the second is more concerned with the repetition of words, and 
accumulation, or the repetition of syntactic structures. In Chapter 17 the macro-organization 
of the talk is considered. A roadmap is necessary. Announcing this helps the audience follow 
the subsequent argument, and signposting helps them through the various stages. Structuring 
devices should be made explicit. Connectives are dealt with in Chapter 18. Choosing the right 
connective, or none, is important and may be genre specific. A similar point is made about 
discourse markers. The final chapter in this part gives advice on openings and endings and 
suggests strategies for doing this effectively.

The last section in the book is undoubtedly the most original part of the book. It deals 
with three forms of public speaking that have developed in recent years, the 3-minute thesis 
(Chapter 20), investor pitches (Chapter 21), and TED talks (Chapter 22). The 3-minute the-
sis originated in 2008, and has since become a world-wide phenomenon. It is competitive in 
nature, but also serves to publicize a piece of research. It is said to have an audience which is 
non-specialist in the sense that the public to which it is addressed is academic but may include 
persons from any discipline. Its strict rules stipulate the use of a single slide, and props are not 
allowed. The chapter gives detailed advice on how to adapt the content and engage with the 
audience. Investor pitches arose out of the start-up culture. Like the 3-minute thesis, it has a 
competitive format. The object of the competition is to solicit funding for a commercial proj-
ect from a panel of investors. The chapter considers the staging and organization of the talk, 
and how to show the need for the project proposed. TED talks differ from these two types of 
public speaking in two ways: They are non-competitive, and the audience can come from all 
walks of life; indeed, they are intended to appeal to the widest possible public. There are strict 
rules about the time limit and the staging of the event, but there are no limits on the subjects 
that can be treated. The final chapter in the book deals with the general characteristics of these 
new forms of public speaking which Rossette-Crake calls the New Oratory. She underlines the 
commercial ethos which underlies the New Oratory; she sees it as a sideways, as opposed to 
vertical, transfer of knowledge; but she feels that in a digital, disembodied age, this is a move 
to a more personalized form of communication.

Throughout, this book is written in a clear, non-technical style that should pose no prob-
lems of understanding for non-anglophone students who have a reasonable mastery of English. 
Each of the chapters is relatively short, so that the material is presented in easily assimilable 
bites. There are numerous examples from authentic speeches, some by well-known speakers, 
but others by speakers unknown to the general public. Most of these examples are from recent 
speeches, but there are also examples from iconic speeches of the past (by Jefferson, Martin 
Luther King, Churchill, etc.). Many of the chapters include lists of useful words and phrases, or 
tool-kits, which will be of great help to students planning a talk. Curiously, references are given 
at the end of each chapter, rather than in a single reference list at the end of the book. Since 
the number of references for individual chapters is relatively small, I would have preferred the 
more traditional option, but this will not be a difficulty for anyone considering using this book.

This book fills a genuine gap in the material available for students of English. It is a highly 
practical manual with a strong theoretical foundation. It will be of great use to those whose 
courses or future careers involve the ability to address a public in English. The same applies to 
those who have already started a career and have to present in English. They will find this book 
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covers their needs and provides a mass of practical advice on how to go about achieving their 
ends. Although the book is specifically aimed at students whose native language is not English, 
it could well be read with profit by English-speaking students who are anxious at the thought 
of having to speak in public. 
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