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23rd European LSP Symposium: Shaping knowledge through language: LSP in theory and 
practice

After having had to cancel the originally planned symposium in 2021 due to restrictions in con-
nection with COVID-19, Rute Costa and her research group on lexicology, lexicography and 
terminology together with representatives from three other Portuguese universities organised 
the 23rd European LSP Symposium in Lisbon on September 12–13, 2022. Each of the universities 
had the opportunity to invite a keynote speaker and thus contribute to giving the symposium a 
specific tone.

The overall topic of the conference was “Shaping knowledge through language: LSP in theory 
and practice.” In this way, the symposium was a good indication of the recent growing importance 
of aspects of knowledge and cognition in the study of specialised discourse. This is naturally not 
a new direction of research in our field. For instance, the field of terminology has always intended 
to model specialised knowledge, although less from the point of view of cognition and rather from 
the point of view of creating resources for storing and exchanging knowledge.

This balance between tradition and newer developments concerning knowledge was reflected 
in the keynote speeches. The first speech (Framing LSP) by Pamela Faber, Granada, was a presen-
tation of the basic assumptions behind the frame approach underlying the different terminological 
resources developed in the research group of the speaker. As an example, she presented aspects 
of their EcoLexicon. In order to grasp details of the knowledge-oriented aspects of specialised 
communication, she distinguished between the more traditional semantic and syntactic frames 
and more recently focused pragmatic frames, which are more context and culture bound and 
thus may be closer to the concept of (situational) framing than the more situation-independent 
semantic and syntactic frames. In this presentation, focus was upon the traditional knowledge-
presentational resources as well as the cognitive characteristics of human knowledge.

More oriented towards cognitive aspects of expert knowledge and its communication was the 
keynote speech by Jan Engberg, Aarhus, (Level  of  explanatory  ambition:  A  tool  for  analyzing 
attempted    participant    relations    in    popularization discourse). His focus was upon dissemi-
nating expert knowledge between experts and non-experts. Central in the talk was a proposal for 
a tool to assess the degree of complexity of the concepts presented in expert – non-expert com-
munication. Together with other complexity indicators, the proposed tool may be used to assess 
on a reasoned basis, what level of explanatory ambition an expert may claim to have realised in 
his or her communicative effort. On this basis, it is also possible to distinguish between more 
instrumental dissemination, on the one hand, and more inclusive popularisation as two scalarly 
different ways of mediating expert knowledge to non-experts.

In the third keynote speech (La Communication spécialisée: la Terminologie à l’oevre), Maria 
Teresa Zanola, Milan, started with a brief sketch of the development of focus in work on LSP, 
from the realisation in the 60s that it is relevant for language didactics to also focus upon language 
in professional settings to genre- and corpus-oriented studies in recent years concentrating on 
specific branches and disciplines. In this context, she highlighted the special role of terminology 
to offer the means for expressing disciplinary perspectives in disciplinary situations. Termin-
ology cannot stand alone but must be combined with insights into applied linguistics as well as 
sociolinguistics, but specialised communication and its didactics needs terminological insights. 
Importantly, these insights can only sensibly be gained in trustful cooperation with experts of the 
relevant disciplines. In this keynote speech, there was more focus upon the traditional idea of the 
role of terminology to offer knowledge systems to communicators, but with a clear underlining of 
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the importance of including the discipline empirically.
The fourth and last keynote speech (Langues   de   spécialité   et   données ouvertes: outils 

numériques collaboratifs pour la création de ressources multimodales pour/par la communauté 
académique) by Sílvia Araújo, Braga, described a project in digital humanities focused on multi-
modal LSP communication. The project aims at developing tools and procedures for presenting 
knowledge multimodally, often in a simplified format, but mainly organised in accordance with 
the nature of the data and the target group of the presentation. In terms of LSP and knowledge, 
the project presented is thus interested in assessing structure and content of expert knowledge 
and in transforming it into other formats in accordance with presentational purpose. There were 
thus clear links between the project presented here and the other keynote speeches. Central in 
the project was collaborative brainstorming and writing as the link between collecting knowledge 
and creating the multimodal outputs.

The structure of the symposium was to have the four keynote speeches (delivered in English 
and French, thus living up to the multilingual tradition of the series) spread over the two days of 
the conference. Between these speeches, the rest of the talks were presented in a format without 
parallel sessions and 20 minutes allocated for each talk, including discussions. Opting against 
parallel sessions naturally meant that each speaker had only a limited time to present their ideas 
and results. However, speakers had really made an effort to be as precise and concise as possible, 
and ideas were presented clearly. The advantage of the setup was that even with a limited number 
of presentations as here (21 talks apart from the four keynote speeches, again in English, French, 
and Portuguese) all participants got a good impression of the range of topics treated by resear-
chers in LSP.

One of the traditional goals of the European LSP symposia, which have been organised since 
1977, is to present exactly the range of LSP research at the current time. As already mentioned, the 
aspects of organising and communicating knowledge was central in the keynote speeches. This 
was also the case in many of the other talks at the symposium. A number of talks were interested 
in the dissemination of expert knowledge across different types of knowledge asymmetries. To 
name but a few, Jeremie Segouat, Amelie Josselin-Leray, and Maeva Ranvier, Toulouse, presented 
a study of the local development of signs in French Sign Language for communication about archi-
tecture. And Merja Koskela, Vaasa, presented a collaborative project in which it is investigated, 
how the concept of ‘climate wise housing’ is negotiated across knowledge asymmetries between 
participants from different specialisations, among other things through the act of giving advice. In 
a somewhat similar vein, Elena Chiocchetti, Bolzano, presented an auto-ethnographic study of the 
interdisciplinary cooperation on writing an employee version of information on workplace safety.

Multimodal approaches to presenting knowledge was the topic of a number of presentation. 
For instance, Sara Carvalho, Lisbon, presented a collaborative project on developing interactive 
communication for purposes of health education in a virtual reality game. And Juan Antonio 
Prieto Velasco, Córdoba, presented a study of ways of present medical knowledge pictographically 
as part of democratising medical knowledge. 

However, other topics more in the periphery of communication of knowledge were also 
represented at the conference. A number of talks presented approaches to teaching specialised  
communication in CLIL format, often also in more collaborative formats and aiming at including 
multimodal presentation in the curriculum. Some talks were interested in the distinctive aspects 
of oral communication in specialised settings, like the presentation by Kaisa Pietikäinen, Bergen, 
on differences between expressing disagreement in lingua franca interaction in business and in 
private settings. And there were some more basic terminographic works like the talk by Natascia 
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Ralli and Flavia de Camillis on how to integrate feminine agentives in terminological databases 
or the talk by Barbara Heinisch, Vienna, on how to use citizen science approaches to gather data 
for lexicographic work.

All in all, the 23rd European LSP Symposium in Lisbon showed that the field of LSP is still alive 
after COVID-19 and ready for continuing the discussions on its object in the years to come, also 
demonstrated in the talk by Susana Duarte Martins and Christian Dechamps about the unused 
potential of LSP courses on Portuguese and French in Portugal. The participants agreed that it 
would for practical reasons be good to return to organising  the LSP symposia in uneven years. 
Thus, a group of participants will be working to find an organiser for 2023. 

Jan Engberg


